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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


75872/154 /26/47 
Bn Clair 


IMPORTANT 
No. 5220 


Following question has been pus down for oral 
reply in House of Commons on 17th pecember. Begins 


To esk the Secretary of State for the Colanies 
whether he will draw the attention of. the United Nations _ 
Organisation to the risk that the valuable ana irreplaceab 
contents of the Rockefeller Archaeological. museum in 


aouasafay 


Prusaiem may be Looted or demaged if the museum area be 
the scene of Pightiog: end whether be will atate the 


preaegnt and future position ef the musaum's endowments. 
| [Dealers 


aie 


‘ 


Grateful for materlal for reply by 15th Deeguber. 
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EASTERN a aa 


| G 4] ™ |S ag Parliamentary Question 


attention of the United Nations Organisation to the risk that the valuable and irreplace- 
able contents of the Rockefeller Archeological Museum in Jerusalem may be looted or 
damaged if the museum area be the scene of fighting; and whether -he will state the 
present and future position of the museum’s endowments. [Wednesday 17th December.| 


is big Kass : 
ie ce esate 0. ARE BCT 
BY SIN Vee - 
| aio. 17 NEC 1947 
PREPLY | Ci.20, 


"$107. Mr. Keeling.—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies,, whether he will draw the ; 


Q 
°o 
so 
< 
x 
2 
4 
-4 
© 
vn 
of 
= 
m 
~~ 
ec 
@o 
Cc” 
© 
E  ] 
m 
© 
°o 
*z 
o 
o 
~" 
Bek 
o 
Lad 
Cc 
° 
r 4 
=z 


PALESTINE 


Rockefeller Archaeological 
Museum 


35. Mr. Keeling asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he will 
draw the attention of the United Nations 
Organisation to the risk that the valuable 
and irreplaceable contents of the Rocke- 
feller Archaeological Museum in Jerusalera 
may be looted or damaged if the museum 
area be the scene of fighting; and whether 
he will state the present and future posi- 
tion of the museum’s endowments. 


Mr. Creech Jones: A working committee 
of the Trusteeship Council is now prepar- 
ing a draft statute for the City of Jeru- 
salem in accordance with the plan for the 
future of the city approved by the United 
Nations on 29th November. I shall 
arrange for the United Kingdom represen- 
tative on the working committee to draw 
its attention to the risk referred to by the 
hon. Member. The endowment of the 
museum is held in investments valued on 
30th June of this year at £320,000. Income 
from the endowment during the present 
financial year is estimated at {P.9,500. 
Consideration is being given to the future 
of this endowment so as to ensure its con- 
tinued application to the purposes for 
which it was created. 


Mr. Keeling: Will the Secretary of State 
keep the risk to the museum and its 
contents under constant review? 


Mr. Creech Jones: Yes, most certainly. 
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EXFECT Ti CAREFUL INVESTIGATION HAD REVEALED 
__ Esconts, - WITH east | POLICEMEN HIRING THEMSELVES ou 


ary trem MAS GR REED FH THE AMERICAN ZIONIST IMERGENCY CoUNCIL 
ERS_TO THE FAILURE &F THE BRIT AUTHIES WHILE MOLDING FULL 
OR LAW AND ORDER, TO SECURE SAFTETY @N THERA. 


ape 


EMps’ BY PLACING RESPONSIBILITY FOR * EXC: TING CONDITIONS or 
LANL ESsucss AND DISORDER® ON THE PALESTINE ADMINISTRATION, 
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(This telegram is of parSicular seercey a:d should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. ] 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM WASHIIGTON TO FOREIGN oF 


Lord Inverchapel + Id DEC 
No. 7042 — De 7040 Dee Lléth December, 


lcth Deeember, 1947. Re 1.50 aem 17th December, 1947. 
CONFIDENTIAL 


repeate 
Delegat 


In seme United States press reperts about disturbances 
in Palestine the Palestine <dministratien is being represented 
aS favouring the Arabs and preventing the Jews frem defending 
themselves. 


2. Typieal accusations, same ef which accerding te >.>. are 
to be included in a Jewish Agency White Paper”, are - 


(A) that neither the Police ner the Army have made any 
serious effert te keep epen the Tel aviv - Jerusalem 
road ; 


(3) that Jewish conveys are net escerted ani that 
revolver licences are refused to 'bus drivers: 


that Jewish [gp. undec. 7 S.ttlement] Police are net 
allewed te use erneured cars snd are consequently 
belng killed by arwbs while riding in open cars; 


that the Pelice seize the arms of Jews whe ere | 
defending themselves against Arab attacks but make 
ne effert te disarm Arabs (a case at Holem on 
14th December is cited); 


thet arms are being distributed te Palestine Arabs 
(this was dealt with in paregreph 4 ef yeur telegran 
Ne. 2145 te the Secretary of State fer the Celenies): 
DM. ef the 16th December alse carried a Palcer repert 
frem Jerusalem te the effect that careful investi-~ 
gatien had revealed a black market in armed eseorts, 
With British Pelicemen hiring themselves out as 

paid guards te ssfeguerd Jewish cenveys at a tariff 
verying with the size ef the convoy. 


de A telegram has been received frea the Averican Zienist 
Emergeney Ceunelil which refers te the failure ef the Britidh 
autherities, while helding full respensibility for law and 
erder, te secure safety en the public highways end pex event 
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de. tough the object of these stordes: is clear, it vould 


ful to me to know what your general poliay "4 is as. a, 


polieing, and eonyoying and to have any infor 
Piddanos that would enable me to give eonsrete answe 
enquiries. ar accusations based on points made as those 


in paragraph 2 above and to the te: ‘oom referred to * 


paragraph | 


Pareign Office plestie pass, 


C sent to Tele h Section Colonial Oftiae, fer 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Noe S07 De 9658 am. 17th December,1947. 


16th December ,1947-R.10.50 am. 17th December,1947. 


Repeated to Washington, 
United Kingdom Delegation New York, 
Bagdad 
Jedda Saving. 
Anman, " 
Damascus, | 
Beirut, ,, 
Jerusalen. 


December 16th repeated Washington, United Kingdom 


Delegation New York, Bagdad and Saving to Jedda, Amman, 
Damascus, Beirut and Jerusalen. 


Nuri Pasha’s ideas as outlined to Clayton yesterday 
appear as follows. 


1e As afirst step an attempt will be made to 
persuade Ibn Saud to spproach the Americans with a 
view to their modifying their attitude over partition. 
Arguments it is suggested that he uses are the 
difficult position]! grp emitted] he is himself placed 
between other Arabs and the Americans. It is alse 
epparently hoped that he will use the suggestion that 
he might cancel or restrict oil concessions. if he 
succeeds the way will be perp unde: compromise of 
some sort. If he fails the Arabs will continue with 
their military planse These as Nuri Pasha envisages 
them are to occupy as much of Palestine as possible 
with regular forces of Trans pereen and Iraq but no 
(repeat no) troops to enter the country until after the 
termination of the mandate. Thereafter they will 
occupy areas as we evacuate them both in Arab end Jewish 
zones There will be no interference with our milit 
facilities or communications and every care is to be taken 
to avoid the risk of clashes with us. Irregulars will 
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move in also though Nuri Pasha wishes this discouraged ee | 
until we relinguish administration. By these tactics Meg yo ee | 
he hepes to be able to disrupt Jewish sources of supply | 

expecially ef petrol. 


2. Salih Jabr whom Clayton alse saw yesterd on en en 
sketched more or less the same line of action but ————————— i 
is a good deal more extreme in his views of what Ibn 
Saud should dew He wishes to demand that the Lat téey " . XO | 
Carry out economic sanctions agreed te in the Arab Heh be, 
League Ceuncil in the autumn and cancel or suspend Beane VAT BY 
American e@il cencessions. If Ibn Saud acts accerdingly | | 
Salih Jabr says he will de the sane by cencessiong in 
Iraqe If Ibn Saud refuses Salih Jabr will net consider 
himself beund by the League's decisions and will net 
attempt oil sanctions but resert te such military 
measures as may be agreed upen. " 


e Clayten thinks Salih Jabr weuld see in Ibn Bars RE _ | 
Saud s refusal to apply eil sanctions a useful weapen : ae en a 
against Ibn Saud's uence in the Arab werld and « i ee 
means ef increasing relatively that of Hashinité Stateg. 
It is net unlikely that the same idea is in Nuri Pashe 8 
mind, At the same time there is no deubt that always the 


theught ef beth of them is te try te upset or alter the 
Palestine decision. 


neta ts Ae om nam 


aeeehotn 


TER 
“ 


* 


ay a 


aQuasafay 


Fereign Office Jease pass te Washingten and United 


Kingdem Delegatien New Ye 
376 erp eundec. ]e 


[Repeated te Washingten and United Kingdem Delegation 
New York]. 
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Parliamentary Question 


| _ State for the Colonies, how many attacks have beer 
‘¥ 27. Me. Hoy,—To ask the Secret ding along the Jerusalem-Jaifa road sinc fis’ highway. 
* agi he ade Oy Arabs eiietaet apertionte have been made to protect traffic along | 
[Thursday 18th December.|. 
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opr nna PALESTINE 
REPLY 4" . 


Jerusalem—Jaffa Road 
(Patrols) 


176. Mr. Hoy asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies how Many attacks 
have been made by Arabs on transport 
Proceeding along the Jerusal em— Jaffa road 
since 20th November, 1947; and what 
alrangements have been made to protect 
traffic along this highway. 


Mr. Rees-Williams: Eleven attacks on 
Jewish traffic on the Jerusalem— Jaffa road 


Teported since 2gth November, 
are now main 
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EASTERN 


Parliamentary Question 


% 19. Mr. Janner,—To ask the Secretary of State for War, whether he is aware that the Arab: 

Legion has twice attacked Jewish transport during the last seven days,.at Yazur and at 

Ja Beth Nasalah, killing 14 and wounding 10, and what action he proposes taking to prevent 
a recurrence of these outrages. [Thursday 18th December.] ‘ | 


lien. eet 


eT *, 


;ANSWERED 18 DEC 1947 


LY WOHED, 
ARAB LEGION, 
PALESTINE (INQUIRY) 


173. Mr. Janner asked the Secretary of 
State for War whether he is aware that 
the Arab Legion has twice attacked Jewish 
transport during the last seven days, at 
Yazur and at Beth Nabalah, killing 14 
and wounding 10, and what action he 
proposes taking to prevent a recurrence 

of these outrages. 


Mr. M. Stewart: There is no evidence to 
suggest that any member of the Arab 
Legion took part in the incident at Yazur. 
The incident which occurred at Beth 
Nabalah is at present the subject of a 
court of inquiry, and my hon. Friend will 
not, therefore, expect me to comment on 
it until the findings of the court have been | 
received. 
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Your telegram No. 2 360, 


' Mishmar, 


«Press reperts efficial statement by. Palestine : 
Gsvermnent that a battalion ef British troops eccupy buffer 
pasition between Tel Aviv end Jaffa to prevent cagmmai 


Clashes. EF ghevld like te vefer te thig in my reply te 
Parliamentary Question which stherwise mey give impreesion 


that Arabs and Jews will be left armed and facing each — 
othor on Jaffa-Tel Aviv berder as from 15th Hecsiber,. 
Please confirm that tresps are in pasitian amd that there 


ia ne aebjection to my referring ta this fact, 


Cepy sent taz= 


Fereign Office Mr. B.A.B. Burrows, 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
BD. 10th December, 1 ; | 
R. 10th e oat 14.49 hrs. 


MOST IMMEDIATE | 

No.2383 Secret. | _ 
| Your telegram No. 3200. 
Mishmar, 


6 eat No objection to an an ve , 
following lines. Begins. M announcement on the 


a As a result of recent disturbances, th 

re at the present time two battalions of British Infantry 
in the area between Jaffa and Tel Aviv for patrolling — 
and enforcing the curfew when and where needed with the 
intention of preventing communal clashes. Ends. a 


Copy seat to:- = | 


Foreign Office - Mr. B.A.B. Burrows. 
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SHERNFOLD PARK, 
 FRANT, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 

FRANT 5. 


16th December, 1947. 


Dear McNeill » 
I am enclosing a letter I have r 


eceived from & constituent 


of mine and I should be very grateful if you could letme have your 


comments on his suggestions. 


Yours sincerely, 


NOONOT °391540 080938 JITENd BNL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


December 19th 1947. 


May I refer to your letter of December 16th, enclosing 
a letter (which I now return) from one of your constituents 
on the sueject of Palestine. 

His sugcestions mignt be of value if the dispute in 
Palestine were primarily a religious quarrel. Unfortunately, 
4t is not only that but a glash between two nationalist = 
movements, and I am afraid it would be beyond the power of any — 
religious leader to nediate effectively. 

So far as Jerusalem itself is concerned, you may think 
4% worth while to remind your correspondent that the city and 
4ts envirens will not, under the plan adopted by the United 
ations, form part of either the Arab or the Jewish State, . 
put will be given a separate régime under daternational controd ; 
This provision was made with the explicit purpose of 
sefeguarding the dnterests of the three monotheiatic faiths, 
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Parliamentary Question 


62. Mr. Skinnard—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, how many Arabs have: been 
f _ arrested for carrying arms or for discharging arms since 29th November 1947. [Thursday 


18th December.] 


Maw Tact NOT FOR CRAL ANSWER, 
ANSWERED 19 pec 1947 . 


REPLY 9.7 TACHED. 
HO. ARE MOT 


Th meen 


PALESTINE 
Firearms 

Mr. Skinnard asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies how many Arabs 
have:-been arrested for carrying arms or 
for discharging arms since 29th November, 
1947. | 
Mr. Rees Williams; Since 29th Novem- 
ber, 1947, 111 Arabs have been arrested 
i for being in possession of or carrying fire- 
arms. Six have been arrested for 

discharging firearms. 
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Parliamentary —— 


* ange 


84. Mr. H. Hynd,—To ask ‘the Secretary of State for the Ca 
ae ee the establishment of the Jewish Settleme Wolice 


permission has not been granted ‘to bring out these ‘armoured cars for the purpose of 
~ gonvoy. [Friday 19th December.] — | 
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SH dew 
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REPLY ra  ACHED, 
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Jewish Police (Armoured 
Cars) 

Mr. H. Hynd asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies how many armoured 
cars are held on the establishment of the 

- Jewish Se:tlement Police in Palestine; and 
why permission has not been granted to 
bring out these armoured cars for the 
purpose of convoy. 


Mr. Rees- Williams: Seventeen armoured 
cars are held on the establishment of the 
Jewish Settlement Police. These have 
been authorised for close defence of 
Jewish colonies and are not intended for 
general convoy duty. In this connection I 
would invite the hon. Member’s attention 
to the reply given to my hon. Friend the 
Member for East Harrow (Mr. Skinnard) 
on 18th December. 
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tte Gon 
-United Nations Plan 


Mr, N. Mdcpherson asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he will 


" give the population of each of the seven. 


areas into which Palestine is to be divided 
under the revised U.N.O. plan, showing it 
under the following separate headings: 
Arab, Jewish, other races. 


Mr, Rees-Williams: The figures in the 
form requested by the hon. Member are 
not readily available. The population of 
Palestine is classified in official statistics 
under two heads: (a) Jews; and (b) Arabs 
and others. The Palestine Government 
estimate that the distribution of the popu- 
lation, settled and Bedouin together, in 


the two States and in the area of the City 


of Jerusalem on 31st December, 1946, was 
approximately as follows: 
Arab State 
Arabs and others... Sas 847,000 
Jews ae se vite = 10,000 
Total awe an 857,000 


Jewish State 
Arabs and others... aor 405,000 
Jews rer aw 498,000 


Total aide ens 903,000 


City of Jerusalem 
abs and others... re 105,000 
Jews... oe sag oe 100,000 
~ Total ose a 205,000 


Total Arabs «es 1,357,000 
Total Jews ‘ey 608,000 


Grand Total we. 1,965,000 


I am asking the High Commissioner for 
Palestine for an analysis of these figures 


to indicate respective populations in the- 


different sectors of the Arab and Jewish 
States and will communicate with the 
hon. Member when I am in receipt of his 
reply. 

It will be understood that the above 
figures relate to the areas within the 
boundaries described in Part II of the 
United Nations plan and do not take 
account of any changes which may result 
from the instruction in Part I of the plan 
that these boundaries are to be modified 
in such a way that village areas as a rule 
will not be divided by State boundaries 
unless pressing reasons make that 
necessary. 
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COLONEL THE LORD NATHAN 
oF CHURT A. G. D, STONE-FRY 


J. W. BOWEN, C.B.E., J.P., L.C.c. 
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ALAN J. HERBERT, 0O.B.E., J.P. 
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The enclosed message is for transmission ¢ th 
Mayor and Councillors of your Corporation | ae : 
all the citizens of your town, 2 ee Sean 
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ore, 


cs. XVAI LEUMI | | Se te oe 
. b'Eretz Israel | ae ees | December, 19ir¢ 


Though your Government has announced its intention of evacuating our 
country, it is making plans for a bloody struggle between Jews and Arabs, 


out of which it means to gain renewed control of the country. | 


The British representa tive at. the. United Nations has. made it clear 


°° that the Government plans fo. withdraw: the civil administration but to 

keep the _ The Army is_ 

not only | It is going to rule the areas in 
which it remains while the evacuation is going on. : ? : A 


The neuation is to be. carried out in such a way as to encoyrage 


and aid the Arabs to attack the Jews who, on account of the continued. 


3ritish occupation of their key areas, will be tied hand and Poot, ins 


their efforts at defending themselves or counter- attacking. — 


officially, the. British troops WALL be "looking on", “They will not 


lire a finger -- except to ay any milita ary active ty by the Jews. 
-) €0iil "subject" to Sritieh Oceu ation, oo | | | 


The ‘long- —-cnerie hed dream of the 3ritish Foredten Office is thus to. 


be achieved: an Arab-Jewish war. in which (it is planned) the Arabs 


are to have the upper hand. And the Jews are thus to be crushed ot 


or driven to beg for British aid, British aid will then be offered, 
on condition io that the country remains ef treetively under Sritish | 
ee _ | 


‘That. is the. ma aster-plan. In “accordance with this ‘plan; “Arab 


at taone have already begun even before the. evacuation. begins and they — 
are being carried out with the cooperation of the British forces. 
British forces are thus providing cover for the Arab attacks s,preventing 
the Jews from putting their defensive measures into operation, killing 


Jewish defenders and disarming them. Already the British forces have ee 


made it possible for their Arab hirelings to paralyse communication 


og tween Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem and forced the evacuation by Jews of part 
the Tel-Aviv - Jaffa border area. A substantial proporti on of A | 
casualties have been inflicted by British arms -— ineluding a woman oe 


and her child crossing a street, 


“these events of the pa st few days have. only made clearer j your 


Government's intentions and plans. And we want to warn you that we 

- ghall act to counter and frustrate them. If Arab dupes and merce naries 
misled or paid by British wire-pullers,and encouraged to believe in an 
easy victory, continue to attack. us, we shall not only defend ourselves © 


agains st them. ‘We shall attack the real enemy, who sends “aad helps them, 


oe there is more bloodshed in our country it is not, as Mr.Revin plans, 
going to be only . rab and J Tewish blood that is shed. It will be British 
Be well, FS 


We want you to know this bees ause it is your sons and brothers, sent 


to risk their lives for your Government's sgualid policy,who will pay 
the price of that policy. We want you to know this. because we are not 
interested in killing them. ‘We want to be left in peace in our country 28 
eed have no “objection to ‘their remaining in peace -— in yours. 


But as long as they are here and we know. the purpose of their 


Doe is to ensure the shedding of Jewish blood we shall attack them, 


Moreover, ae your sovernment!s war ‘against our people ana ite 


efforts to crush us are world-wide (remember the sea blockade against 
our repatriates, remember the "Exodus 1947") —- our counter- attacks will 
not be limited to Eretz Israel. | ne eee 


oe We have determined to liberate our country and re- ~establish our Me 
9 Andependence, and we mean to finish the job. | 7 


Tt is for you to decide whether your sons and brothers: are to risk 


their: lives in order to carry out a senseless policy of hate and oppression, 


| If the British Occupation Administration. withdraws from our country 
and if the British ‘roops in our COND Eny while | they are organising their 


- /evacuation, — 


oy acudtion: concern themselves only with evacuation they will not. 
2 be: attacked by ee | 


But any attempt vy whatever means to perpetuate British rule ein 2 


 netove. form and in whatever part of our country will result. in Be 
few offensive by the Irgun. 


We feel at ‘is: right to give you this warning because we know that 


< peur Government is not telling even its own people the truth. We 2 


you to succeed in changing your Government's plans bY. your own means. 
ae you do not -- we shall have to do it. 


= ‘Demand of your Government therefore that it carry out its 
evacuation from our country speedily, in orderly fashion, and without 
further interference of any Kind in our affairs or our relations with 


our Arab neighbours. So that your soldiers may return Home in peace, 4 


IRGUN XVAI LEUNTI 
b' Eretz Israel, 
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Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 


. ¢ an 
VECEBO ON slays 


g 


Dear |Jermnan, 

“hank you very much for inging to my 
attention this mischievous letter (which I now 
retucn to you) from the Gionist terrorist 
organisation, Irgun xvai Leumi. 


It is of course the intention of His Majesty's 


Government to withdraw their troops from Palestine 
it the earliest practicable date, anu meanwhile to 
ae 


ensure thnt they sre not used either to evecute or 
to frustrate the decision taken by the United Nations. 
Until the mandate is ter.winated, which under 
present plans will be about the midiule of Miny, they 
Wilk endeavour to msintein order vith absolute 
impartiality as between Arab and Jew. Therearier, 
until the leet cohntinsents Leave on or before the 
Let Jyouct, they vill, Se concerned only “4 tn eerurineg 
their own withdrawal Pron the country. : 
Jnfortunately, it is too much to hope thit 
thie policy “211 protect-us from euch Geli peru: wae 


rr ee ace je ok 
POGUE GS Clic 
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ations ae gre contained in the encloesa Letter. 


Youre eincere ly. 


Major R.H.Jerman, C.B.i., M.Ae; 
Municioal Buildings, 
Wandsvortn, 
an ee a 
wd ale LO e 


OUT =e 


FOREIGN OPFICE, 
S.W. 4 sd 


Jlst December, 1947. 
(E 12272/46/31) 


Dear Major Jorman, 


Mr. Bevin has ssked me to thank you very 
much for bringing to his attention this 
mischievous letter (which I now return to you) 
from the Zionist terrorist organisation, Irgun 
Xvai Lewai. : a 


it is of 


Majesty*s Gove 
ajeaty 


} their troops 
Palestine at 


practicable date, 
they are not used s. 


maintain order with 
between Arab and SOW 
ripen pp leave on or 
they will be concerned 
own withdrawal from the country, 
ortunately, it is too mich to hope 
il protect us from such deliberate 


srepresentations as are contained in the enclosed 
letter. 


Yours sincerely, 


(See) Jolur Herinaker 
Private Secretary. 
R.H. Jeorman, C.B.E., M.A., . 
Municipal Buildings, 
Wandsworth, 
S.W.18, 
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EAS TERN 


Parliamentary Ques 


58. Mr. H. Hynd,—To ask the Secretary of State for War, whether, in view of the fact that uniés- 
of the Arab Legion have been in attacks on Jews in Palestine, he will withdraw this force 
immediately and not wait until the withdrawal of British forces is completed. [Thursday 
18th December.] 


ents Sully NOT FOR ORAL ANSWER. 


INGWER=9 9 DEC 1947 
REPLY 7.0 TaCHED, 


SPIE AN Ot GTR A ET 


4 


*y we 9 Cas fs we wo 
wad } ‘ Ne See 
ray fA er ae 


ARAB LEGION, 
- PALESTINE 


Mr. H. Hynd asked the Secretary of 
State for War whether, in view of the fact 
that units of the Arab Legion have been 
in attacks on Jews in Palestine, he will 
withdraw this force immediately and not 
wait until the withdrawal of British 
Forces is completed. | 


- Mr. Shinwell; I would refer my hon. 

_ Friend to the reply given to my hon. 

Friend the Member for West Leicester 

| (Mr. Janner) yesterday, of which I am 
. _ sending him a copy. 7 | 
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() lie ; 
Comuonwealtn nelations Office, hal | 
Downing otreet, s.i.l. 


19th December, 1947. 


Dearfinna’, 
You Hes 7 Question by Lord 
Altrincham on the “louse of Lords Order Faper, 
under the heading "No day named". This Yuestion 
was orisinally joing to come up on the loth 
December, and we accordingly got out a draft reply. 
Tt cannot now, of course, come up until after the 
Recess, and it is just possible that it may not 
come up at all. it is, however, felt desirable 
tnat Foreign Office concurrence in the draft 
reply should be obtained in case of accidents,ana 
I accordingly enclose @ copy. 
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NOGNOT °3914430 G4Y093H 21TeNd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


| Vould you Kindly 1st me know in due course 
wuetner the Foreign Cifice concur? 


Yours Sincerely, 


Py By Kinnos. 2SOs4 wie 


TO ask His Majesty's Government, whether full 


consultations and discussions were held between 
members of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
before the decision on Palestine was taken at 
lake Success. 
Answer 

His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom, in accordance with their normal practice 
in regard to questions of foreign policy, have 
kept other Commonwealth Governments informed 
from time to time of developments in the Palestine 
Situation, and any viewS expressed by these 
Governments have been fully taken into account. 
The decisions of His Majesty's Covernnent in the 
U.K. about Palestine are nowever, the responsibility 


of His Majesty's Government alone. 
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OUT Fite 


FOREIGN OFVICE, Beet. 
2hth December, 197, 


Dear Clauson, 

With veference to your 
letter of the 19th December, 
enclosing a araft anawer to 
a question by Lord Altrincham 

on the subject of Palestine, 
the Foreign Office have no 
objection to the terms of the 
answer « 


Yours sincerely, 


MeC. Clauson, HSQe,s | 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 


ee 
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OUT FILE 
2Uth December, 19:7. 


F1a374/4b |] | 


Dear 
Meny thanks for your letter of the 
15th Decesber, which I was very pleased — 
to receive. | 
Best wishes for Christmas and for 
1948. 
Yours sincerely, 


(84.) ERNEST BEVIN 


Sir John E. Singleton. 


wy 


NOGNOT °391440 GY0939 J11eNd BNL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


Number 


(i es 46 SHR dea Ju) y fia es ourt 
No. 
i a mA ccatoliens al gah vo iif nee if 


Dated 


Received 


in Recistry| PL AE 


Repistr Yl a v lj cn x lil Omted on a 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


(017% 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


faa kk [egrasn. | 


. f\ ¢ 
| Carin Aevable wir. - 
fa . a 
ee => : ( p cru ne Per 
Debs 4 —— bah ont pth Ow Rikeice Ss: t 
o 2 | 
: P ; | 
pio gr Phd pn A ae rw Bonn AG - Es iG. fou Ag ‘: 


7; 
id ’ 
a ae (uae, 


( £7 bei oe “J } 37 


WO. /5) 
‘4 


QQ 
°o 
~o 
«< 
r+] 
Xd 
= 
= 
‘-] 
wm 
~ 
= 
m 
~ 
Cc 
@ 
r 
© 
4 
a) 
¢€2 
So 
xe 
i=] 
o 
bs] 
= 
iz) 
= 
cC” 
©o 
r 4 
r 4 


(Action 
completed.) 


| hus fe 4 


Next Paper. 


i / /: / & ¥ 29470 F.O.P. 


aypher (0.T.P. } 


FROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir A, Cunningham) 
Do 24th December, 1947. 
R. 2i.th " " 


Ne. 2507 Confidential, 


Addvessad to S. of §. 
Rapsated on wasnington, Wo. 35ke. 
" Se UOT, New York, No. dO9O7 (Waahing ton 
PLOARS PRGA), 


| Your telegram No.332c3 raosating Yashingtan teleeras 
No.doOf to the Foreica offices. 


U.S. peperts of the disturbaness in palestine. 


ee i have the following cbhservations to make on the 
GUCUGKELONS @e@% cut in Washlogion telegran: 


Paragraph aca). Aray and Pollee mobile vatrola 
opsratiog from Jerusalem and gaffe Tel Aviv erse cover the antire 
road and » British battalion is stationed in the Remleh-Lydds 
area where the majority of the at$ackes an Jewish transport 
heave taken place. In addition, Police mounted patrela cperate 
in the areas bordering the main road, while a considerable 
amount of Police and Army trafflo uses the road whieh, in 
Ategif suppismente the apsclal diapositione made. Finally, 
piane for intensifying mobile patrola and military action in 
ba nsighbourhced of the road itself ara now being put inte 

ORME og, 
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Paragraph 2{b). Organisation of Jewish traffie 
in sonvoys has been carried on’ itndspendent of efficial 
acvice. This form of travelling has never bagn considgred 
advisable for the following reasons: 


(2) The mean power at the disposel of the geaurtty 
Forees is quite insufficient te previde close escorts for 
the number of convoya which would undoubtedly be demanded. 


hi} Groups of vehicles are easily dletinguisnable and 
would be targets for attack in view of the fact that. avab 
traffic atill operates normally. 


tit) The aystem of read patrols offering overall 
pretection to Single vehicles is considergsd the most 
(effective form of securtty. 


It 18 gonsidered thet te vermis drivers of gowisn 
transpert to be armed would increase the ganeral insecurity, 
ainss drivers of all vehtolesa, Jaw ard arab alike, would 
imngdiately demand similar consesaien, and injudiclous use 
of Pirsarms by prlvate persons would precipitate rather than 
(eroup omztted) trowvla. Moreover, poatession ef a Lirgapn 
y She Geiver of @ vehicle sonstisutes no effective 
oretectien, against anell armas fire frem ambush. Simllay 
roquesie by Arab Greanaport driver have been refused. In this 
cannegbilon sisasa ueo tay telegram Nov@hSe. /Paragregh 
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Pavagrapn 206). 17 ex snoured cave are held en the 
eobebliebme ns ox SiG JOwhen Senvlement FolLaa and saiehi book 
amthorised Lov ata in close defanea of the JewhLsh colenies 
im whith Shey AEE, atabiennad., he NORA Ge Lecavieatie re 
Givert them for coavoy duly ner are thay euitebie for this 
DUP DORE » 


Kap Boueres approval bas been vlven for Jewish 
settleseant Polio 7 gaaort conveys of Jewien GAB POR % onteias 
She fawian Galany bias Le gas baen Pound that the vexeyr 
Preseneag oF Fowl bigmen ti Polies, gather in peomowrced oars. 
ae open vaoblole i “in Amab mixed arses, prevyoratiyve of , 
LAVena Yacial me aed is thus a potentle, soures of trouble. 


oP TeLhisn Palies engaged of eseurd ty 
WEG Open vaeraLoles, 


DREnOss OD meir rooted gise fo 


ye oh oo 18 Bibrve, Beem 4Oth forenhex 
Loaf ve L16 Axygoe bave boon ayesated dn 


Cr Se Re EL Giaass 
Pyl7& vounda of ammunition 

Rie) HG Sods 

L0 pranade as 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


2(@). PeM-'S report of a biaok market in armnd escerte 
is mischiavoug nonsense « Phere ia not the slightest ovidance ts 
Support the allegation, nor has 
been lodged with the authoriess by enybody, Jew or Gentile, in 
Palestine. 


. Be The general deterioration in security in Palestine 
Gaines the agrseptanee of Par$Sition by T.H.0. is the result of 
reaction by the Palestine arabs, which was nct unexpected, The 
Pali resources cf the Poliee Porce, with what military suppers 
as has degn available, have been used in the maintenanes of lay 
and order. A retorn to normal seeurity sonditicne might have beaon 
achieved hed the Jewish popilation adopted a lesa agrrassive 
attitude and co-operated with the Sascurity Anthovities, bus 
their tendency to take the law into thealx own hamis by uming 
illegal para military organisations has aggrevated the altuations 


The Jowleh Agency controlled Hagarahas been on its 
wen Sduisgion, pesponsible for severe attacks on arab Vad lage, 
whieh have emused conusliderable less of lite (inelndlog waren 
nod children} and demage to preperty. Hagana mombers have, also, 
tupned theie weapons on British Pelice and troops athampting to 
resters order. Jewish terrorists have buen, responsible for 
Onprovelic attacke on beth Arabs and British Police awd goldivrs, 
yet, while ostensibly sondemning such attacks, 1% is knowa that 
the Jewieh Agency ia (corrupt grp.jingwith the terroriet leaders 
and that 16 has not alterad ite policy of refugal te co-operate 
wath che preaent administration. 


: Reference to alieged attack by Trats-Jordan Frontier 
Porce on gewlish cenvoys is not understood. on the COnlrary, . . 
Jews attacked two Trane-Jordan Frontier Force trucka leaving 
Jerugalem on Lith December Killing one trooper and injuring _ 
two Gshers. Refersnce may be intended to incident at Belt Keabale 
on 46h Decanber when Avab Legion Guarde opensd fire on a Jewish 
eonvey. Present evidance suggests that the section atarted by - 
the Jewa throwlog grendes Lote the Areb Legion camp. on another 
occagion, Near Asluj, the Police opensd fire on a Sowiah convoy 
after a shot had bean directed from the convoy at a Police 

Tas pee tor. 


lt. On the geheral gqigetion of arming tho oopnisce, 14 
wast be cbyleus that logiscriminate arming is ne contribution 
’G BEGurity, and the maintenance of law and order means that 
cartying of arms contrary to the law muet be regarded by the 
. Seeurlay Poreces an an offence. Neverthelese, some discretion 
must be exeraised, in the paculter elroumstancas Of Fales tine, 
28 batwoch attack and self protection, and thie would be easier 
in actual practices 4f Jewish attusks on the British were to 
ceage. Within the past week two Gritéiah Pollca sergeante and 
a British Officer and Warrant Officer of H.M. Forces have been! 
shot ky Jews at close range io broad daylight in the streets 
of Jerusalem, and two of them paya been killed. 


The Government has, however, showa lis willlagness 
to apm both Jews and Arabs for their own protection, where 
Ghay arg prepared to eo~operate with tha Goversment and 
Securliy Poregs, and where the Government ia satisfied that 
bhay whil be ander the contrel of proper authority. 


Lo  §2ove can be used. for publication. 
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